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Abstract

Although the goal of the activists in the Indian freedom struggle was Indian independence, before
achieving independence, the leaders of the movement and the activists unfailingly followed Gandhiji's
statements that we deserve to gain independence by achieving casteism, untouchability, awareness of
education, elimination of superstitions, etc. in our society. This article explains how the leaders of the
movement and the activists applied it to undivided Dharwad and present Haveri district. And for that,
the article is about the activities done by the activists through Sangh, Sanghatana and Ashrams. The
purpose of this article is to explain the role played by Sangh, Sanghatana and Ashrams in the Indian
Freedom Struggle.

Keywords: The purpose of this article is to explain the role played by Sangh, Sanghatana and Ashrams
in the Indian Freedom Struggle

Introduction

Sardar Veeranagowda Patil founded the "Bharathiya Taruna Sangh" in Dharwad in 1927
AD. Initially, Guddeppa Hallakeri, Nijagunacharya B. Hiremath, Lingaraju Muddannavara,
S.S. Kajjari were its members. The objectives of this association were to create national
consciousness among the people and to boycott education in schools and colleges that taught
slavery. Veeranagowda made K.F. Patil and Thiru.R. Neschi members of this association and
took responsibility for the association. Similarly, in Haveri district, during the movement, the
leaders and activists of the movement built ashrams and organized organizations, and
expanded the movement in the district, as well as creating awareness about cleanliness in
rural areas.

Ramanna Betakeri, a famous businessman, Congress worker and social worker of Byadgi,
had built an ashram for the freedom fighters in Tadasa on his 44 acres of land, built a house
for the ashram and appointed a servant for the catering service. It is located on the right side
of the main road from Byadgi to Hansabavi, a short distance from Tadasa, and these people
call the ashram 'Congress Matti'.

Siddalingaiah Hiremath, T.R. Neschi and Veerabhadrappa Nyamathi usually stayed here and
visited the villages around Sutta and inspired the youth to join the movement. Here Neschi
dug a well with his own money. Kajjari Siddalingaiah used to bring oxen from farmers and
do farming. Neschi took care of this ashram with care until he became a member of the DLB.
Later, after Neschi was elected as an ML A, he would send Rs. 27 to this ashram every month
without fail.

Nyamati Veerabhadrappa and Tadasada Ashram: In January 1930, Nyamati Veerabhadrappa,
a 25-year-old youth, was impressed by the speech of Na.Su.Hardikar and Mudavidu
Krishnaraya in Hirekerur. As the meeting was coming to an end, he stood in front of the
speakers and said, "From now on, this body is reserved for the service of Mother India" and
left with them at that very moment. Those leaders had brought him to this Tadasada Ashram.
The next day, the initiation ceremony took Nyamati Veerabhadrappa near the flag, where
Na.Su.Hardikar put a garland of flowers around his neck and fed him sweets, promising to
fight against the British until India becomes independent. Veerabhadrappa Nyamati took the
oath from Na.Su.Hardika that he would sacrifice his life, mind, body, and soul to serve the
downtrodden and fight for the welfare of the country.
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Mandatory tasks of the ashram: Nyamathi
Veerabhadrappa from the Tadasa ashram. To instill
patriotism in the youth and to prepare them for the struggle,
to spin, weave, to go to the villages and inform the people
about cleanliness programs and to make them aware. To
eradicate the superstitions that had taken hold among the
people, to make the people literate. To organize programs to
eliminate the untouchability of the Harijan Keri, to keep the
Harijan Keri clean, all these were the mandatory tasks for
the ashram residents.

Venkatesh Magadi, a prominent activist of the untouchable
Dharwad district, who spent a long time in this Tadasa
ashram, is one of them. He has done many awareness
activities in this ashram and in the villages surrounding the
ashram. He came to this ashram in 1931 when the
movement was somewhat stagnant, campaigned for
Congress in this area, promoted nationalism among high
school students, went to villages and instilled a sense of
nationalism, gave priority to cleanliness and advised people
on how to prevent diseases, created awareness about the
problems caused by the tipis in front of the houses in the
villages, provided information about the common malaria
disease at that time, and distributed medicine to those who
were diagnosed with that disease.

Harijans were not allowed to enter temples. They were not
allowed to draw water from lakes, wells, or ponds. Harijans
were not allowed to mix with other children in schools.
Harijans were not allowed to spit on the roads. Thus, the
society looked down on Harijans in various ways and had
the mentality that they were only fit to work. In this way,
the Dalits, orphans, destitutes, and the unfortunate, who
were rejected by the society, stood up to serve. In the
villages, including the common people (including the upper
castes), Dalits are human beings, everyone is equal in the
eyes of God. Our behavior should be commendable. How
can Dalits live without water? They made it a point to create
awareness in the villages that cheating Dalits in this way is
not good for the upper castes. Are these people worse than
dogs and foxes? If a dog eats meat and drinks water from a
well, they tolerate it, but if the same Dalits come, they will
not let them fill the water. Should they die of thirst? In their
homes, the elderly, children, the blind, the disabled, and
pregnant women are yearning for a drop of water. Don't you
hear their pain? No one should be considered superior or
inferior by birth. Instead of committing sins, Nyamathi
Veerabhadappa asked, "Do you earn merit by giving water
to Dalits?" Thus, through continuous efforts, Harijans in
places like Hirekerur, Hansabavi, Hirekonathi, Chikkonathi,
Suttakoti, Nagavanda, Byadgi, etc., were forced to draw
water from wells, lakes, and wells, as is known from the
statements of many activists.

He decided to rent a house in Byadgi and brought many
Dalit boys. He would make them aware of cleanliness and
send them to school. He would teach the students the verses
of Shiva Sharan at night. After a few days, he would take
them to the Harijan Keri and clean the Keri after doing
Shramadaan.

For the expenses of Harijan children: The Harijan
children were staying in a rented house. For their food and
education, Veerabhadrappa used to beg for alms with the
Harijan children in Byadgi, holding a sack in his hand. “No
one said no. Later, there was no need to beg. The reason was
that the businessmen, rich people, farmers, farm workers,
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etc. of Byadagi would come and fund the boarding of
Harijan children. That is why the education of Harijan
children was going on smoothly without any problem. In
later days, many of the Harijan children who received
education became high-ranking officials, while some others
became activists, as is known from the statements of
Malappa Koppada and Puttappa Harabi.

Under the leadership of T.R. Neschi, the ashram started
functioning with full force. Ramanna Betageri’s dream
began to come true. But when the freedom movement took
off, the police destroyed the ashram. Independence. Then it
became completely orphaned. Knowing this, Neschi
returned the land left by Ramanna to Mrityunjayappa
Betageri, the son of Ramanna Betageri, before it was
distributed to others. He agreed. This is an example of Mr.
Nseschi's selflessness.

Village Organization Board: Venkatesh Nadagera of
Dattatreya Guttal founded an organization called "Village
Organization Board" and through it he was doing various
national works. For his work, Hanamantra Narasimha
Karpur had given his house to that work. From this board,
the wvillages around Suttamuttala. He was involved in
developing national sentiment through various activities.
Gandhiji was arrested in 1932. When a movement was held
against this. The police. This Village Organization Board
was declared an illegal organization, the papers and
belongings in the office were confiscated, the board house
was locked, and two policemen were posted to guard the
house.

In Kachavi village of Hirekerur taluk of Haveri district, he
was a schoolmaster in Kachavi village. In the 1937 harvest,
he decided to organize to attract women to the movement in
Kachavi village. A 'Mahila Mandali' was established in
Kachavi village, and a total of 9 women's organization was
started with Basavva Agas as the president, Annapurnadevi
Amargol as the secretary and 7 members. Usually, the 9
women of this association were housewives. Another
special feature of this association was that the members of
the mandal had to be khadi wearers, so this work started
with 12 leaf charkhas. And after completing their work
every day, they would do spinning for 1 or 2 hours.

A literary program was started along with the educational
program. Some articles by the women of Kachavi village
were published in the newspapers Samyukta Karnataka,
Lokmata, and Swatantra Bharat of Mangalore under the title
"Mahila Lok". Letters of appreciation were received at the
secretary's address from R. Kalyanamma and Savitibai
Angadi. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay was invited. On the day
of her arrival, the women of Suttamuthala were called. It
was a meeting of women only, so she spoke on "women's
problems and national work". Pattara Mastar mentioned that
Kamaladevi spoke in a way that touched the hearts of
women from a not-so-cultured area. These activities of
women are active on such a scale in this rural town that one
can understand the efficiency of the leaders behind the
women's organization there. 8

Hosaritti Ashram: Hallikeri Guddeppa did various social
work for the society from the Koradoor Ashram he built
with the freedom movement. In 1934-1935, Hallikeri
Guddeppa along with Mahadevappa Mailara established
'Gandhiji Ashram' in Hosaritti and helped the people of the
villages around Hosaritti, especially the women, to lead a
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self-reliant life through spinning and weaving through the
Swadeshi movement.

In 1934, 20 to 30 young people gathered and established the
Hosaritti Gandhi Ashram, worked on Khadi village work
and did educational work in the villages around Sutta.
Guddeppa Hallikeri was the president of the ashram, and
Venkatesha Magadi was the secretary of the ashram. At that
time, their expenses were Rs. 5 and 2 paise per month. The
expenses were. Khadi work was done in four to five villages
like Hosarithi, Kuradur, Shiramapur, Yelagachchu, etc.
About 200 families were living a self-reliant life based on
Khadi village industry. The ashram, which has only 100 to
150 members, is the only one in that area. An atmosphere of
respect was created for them.

Venkatesh Magadi. Knowing the importance of Khadi
village industry work, he went to Shegaon in Sagar and
learned how to make carding machines. Also, to get more
complete information about it, he stayed with Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel at Varda ashram, and after getting more
information, he came and experimented with them at the
ashram in Hosarithi. Along with him, about 20 workers like
Gurubasaiah Suthagatti, Ramanand Manangi, Yallappa
Kanavalli and others went around the villages and created
awareness among the people.

The incident where activists from the Hosarithi Ashram
converted the minds of the victims: During the
Guddiswamy fair in Hosarithi, the activists came across an
evil system. A little distance from the caste, there were
about 40 small huts, where the heartbreaking act of selling
women on stilts was taking place in dim light. 20 activists
who had gone as volunteers noticed that young women were
selling their bodies for a pittance and that young boys who
came to the caste were also ruining their lives by this act. To
find a solution to this, the activists took permission from
Hallikeri Guddappa and held a night dharna in front of the
huts to stop this occupation. The girls in the huts scolded
them obscenely for the volunteers sitting on the dharna. The
activists did not say anything to the girls. This brought the
work there to a halt. The reason was that the young
customers did not bother to come because they were sitting
in front of the huts. The activists returned to the ashram with
the enthusiasm of having achieved something good.

Shortly after the activists returned to the ashram, those 40
Hathbaghini girls came crying and beating their chests in
front of the ashram and staged a sit-in and satigraha. The
reason was that the activists had staged a sit-in in front of
their huts. They told us about the hardship of hunger
because no customers came. To alleviate their hunger, the
activists immediately came in droves with alms of roti and
palla and satisfied their hunger.

After all of them had eaten, the leaders of the movement
told us that we have given you food today. Tomorrow? If
you all agree to that, you can live a respectable life in
society by working as a roti. The necessary arrangements
were made for that. It hurts to remember that incident that
day. And proudly Paramanna Harakangi and Fakkiraya
Halaiya Kulkarni tell.

Koradur Gram Seva Ashram 1937: After the Gandhi-
Irwin Pact, Gandhiji had ordered Mailara Mahadevappa,
when he was leaving for London for the second round table
conference, to “stay in Karnataka and undertake educational
work.” As per his orders, he joined the Ashram in Hosaritti
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and started educational work. A few months later, he
established an Ashram in Koradur near Hosaritti as per the
wishes of his Kalakoti relatives and called his wife and
started educational work. The couple started the ‘Gram Seva
Ashram’ in Koradur in 1937. There, they started village
industry work in rural areas full of poverty and ignorance.
Mainly-

1. Khadi, 2. Literacy 3. Exercise 4. Rural industry 5.
Medicine and 6. Propaganda. This He worked with six
devotees. Basamma, the wife of Channabasappa Kalakoti,
stood by him in Koradoor. Even there, the people there
treated Mahadevappa like a son of the village. Another
special thing was that Mahadevappa had a little land for his
ashram and he used to do agricultural activities in it. He
used to plow himself. As the days passed, the people of that
area started composing songs about Mahadevappa. Thus, he
gained public recognition through his works, which created
a favorable environment for underground work.

To mix with the villagers and work for their economic,
moral and social upliftment. To develop physical wealth. *
To convey the messages of the National Congress to the
people. * To formulate constructive works for the upliftment
of the villages. To prepare the people for independence. To
show the lesson of self-reliance and life through village
industries. To  organize programs to ecliminate
untouchability, etc. Siddamma took charge of the Sabarmati
Ashram and the system of Sati-patis was carried out by her
followers and she took charge of the Ashram's Dasoh. The
details of her personally baking bread and serving food to
the activists are known from the statements of the activists
of that time.

Quit India Movement: When Gandhiji announced the
message of 'do or die' to the workers that this movement
was the final struggle of the freedom struggle,
Mahadevappa, who was in the Koradur ashram, mobilized
his team. Before the final struggle, when Mahadevappa gave
his wife the protection of the ashram and her little daughter,
Siddamma did not fear or cry, but participated in the
movement while staying in the ashram.

In Motebennur: When Siddamma, who lost her husband,
returned to her village, she had to console herself at home.
Many activists have reported that they decided to do social
work for Mahadevappa so that his soul could find peace and
formed a 'Mahadeva Mailara Grama Seva Sangha' in
Motebennur, where they organized educational programs
such as wool spinning, weaving, knitting, sewing, and
embroidering clothes for the women of the village.

Nagamma Veeranagowda Patil: She showered motherly
love on the Harijan children who were neglected for
centuries in society, suffered from exploitation, and were
deprived of love and affection and helped them in their
educational life. The most famous person is Mrs. Nagamma
Veeranagowda Patil of Kachavi village in Hirekerur taluk.

Meeting Gandhiji: In 1933, when Gandhiji was on a tour
for Harijan upliftment work, the Patil couple met in
Motebennur. My husband Veeranagowda asked me to give
him a job in the freedom movement. 'Untouchability has
hindered the country's freedom in the freedom movement.
We cannot become free until this bad feeling is eradicated
from our society. Gandhiji said that the elimination of
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untouchability is the main task of the freedom movement.
Husband and wife should do that work together. Regarding
Nagamma, Gandhiji said, “Bring one or two Harijan
children to your house, look after them like children. Bathe
them. As a result, in 1934, Gandhiji established a ‘Harijan
Balikasham’ in Hubballi like an Ashama. This became the
second Balikasham in the country. The work of Harijan
development was so great that two Harijan girls, Mathura
and Tara, from the taluk, started a Balikasham in Hubballi
in 1934 at Nagamma’s house.

Family and social opposition: The couple had to face some
consequences because they kept Harijan girls in their house.
Nagamma’s mother-in-law did not like their actions.
Relatives and friends would not invite them to auspicious
occasions. The couple was socially looked down upon. At
that time, they were encouraged by the secretaries of the
Harijan Sangh, K.F. Patil, Somanna Teragankara and
Sangur Kariappa.

Nagamma's trip with Harijan childrens: No matter how
much Nagamma was hurt by the public, relatives and
ridicule, her love for Harijan children did not diminish. "If
Harijan children were taken to see Siddhalingeshwara
everywhere, they would not be allowed inside the temple.
But Nagamma sat on the temple terrace with the children to
protest and said that she would give all the children the
darshan of the god. They were allowed to see the god in the
afternoon. Similarly, in the Badami, Banavasi and Ulavi
temples, the children were also given the darshan of the god
and the puja was performed by the Harijan children
themselves.

Education for children: The number of children in the
Harijan orphanage increased steadily. When the work of
giving them moral lessons, history and general knowledge
along with education began, a Christian woman, Leela
Peters, came forward to help them. Lilavati Magadi
mentions that Nagamma's workload was reduced a little. As
soon as the Harijan children arrived, Sangur Kariappa would
cut their hair. Because it is known from Guddappa Harijan's
interview that even the cowherds did not touch the Harijan
children.

Awareness work from childrens: If Harijans are to
develop, it will not be successful to just raise children in
ashrams, but rather to take the same children and go around
the villages and create awareness among all the people.
Nagamma decided to take the children to the villages around
Hubballi and started the work of enlightening the social
atmosphere through activities such as Prabhat Pheri,
patriotic songs, lathi lejim, exercise education, making
hanji, spinning yarn and so on. As a result of Nagamma's
continuous efforts, changes were taking place in the social
system. Children were invited to weddings, meetings and
ceremonies. The Sris of the Three Thousand Math in
Hubballi also invited Harijan children and made it a practice
to invite them for prasad once a year. When Kallanagouda
Patil got married in Ranebennur, he invited all the children
from Hubballi. In 1935, a foot tour of thirty villages in
Hubballi taluk was undertaken and the awareness work was
successfully carried out. During the tour of the villages, they
were provided with food and accommodation without any
discrimination. Gudapa Harijan describes with pain and
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admiration the way the people responded to the Pabhata
Ferry, processions, meetings and ceremonies held there, and
the work of filling water in the lakes, wells and pits there.

Prison life: Nagamma resigned from her post for personal
Satyagraha and joined the Satyagraha. Thus, activist
Devendappa Vibhuti tells us that Nagamma was not only
involved in the Harijan Balikasham work but also in the
movement.

As Veeramma Kariappa Sangur has mentioned about the
Harijan Balikasham, I was eight years old when I came to
the ashram. I was a Harijan girl who had lost her parents. In
the ashram, my mother treated Nagamma like her own
daughter. She took off her dirty clothes and gave them new
clothes. Not only that, a storm of opposition was blowing
against the couple because of their Harijan service. An
example of this is my own incident. When Nagamma took
me to the house of one of her relatives in Belgaum, they
asked who this girl was and said, "Nagamma is my
daughter." Later, someone from Hubballi said, "No, she is a
Harijan girl, why did you let her into your house?" Many
people spoke badly about her in many ways. Nagamma
herself had said, "She is my daughter; Basavanna and
Gandbhiji, upholding the noble ideals of caste, and believing
that service to the Harijan is service to God, have
completely uprooted untouchability." When she said no, she
said, "I will never come here." This incident is a testament
to Nagamma's dedication to serving the Harijan children and
the problems she faced with her relatives.

The Harijan Balikashram in Hubballi started with just two
Harijan girls and gradually developed. In 1955, Jawaharlal
Nehru named this institution 'Mahila Vidyapeeth'.

Through the Ashram: With the aim of bringing awareness

among the Harijans from the Ashram, activities like Prabhat

Ferry, Harijan Oni's interview, cleanliness, teaching stories,

songs, games and lessons to children, etc., the social

atmosphere was somewhat improved. Invitations to the
children of Harijan Balikasham for weddings, meetings and
ceremonies were started. Mainly-

e The Sris of the Three Thousand Math in Hubli
announced that they would provide Sahapankti Bhojan
to the children of Harijan Balikasham and that they
would provide Sahapankti Bhojan to the children every
year. K.F. Patil invited all the children of the Ashram in
Ranebennur during his marriage and made them
participate in all the activities. In this way, he wrote a
preface to the work of reducing the Harijan
discrimination in the society.

e Dinakar Ramappa, Bhadrapur. Belamakar etc. of Hubli
used to invite the children of the Ashram for wedding
ceremonies. Birthdays. Housewarmings. The Patil
couple acted as a new ray of hope for this
transformation. From Hubballi, the Harijan work began
to spread throughout the entire region. This led to the
decision to implement many equality projects.

e In 1935, they embarked on a walking tour of 30 villages
in Hubballi taluk. As they moved from village to
village, the Patil couple and the Harijan children began
to notice the amazing transformation that had taken
place. The people of the villages welcomed them with
respect. They were proud of the fact that they were
provided with food and accommodation for their team.

e The Patil couple's aim was to bring awareness among
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the Harijans through the ashram. For this, education
was given to the children through Prabhat Pheri,
Harijan Oni's interview, cleanliness, stories, songs and
games. In many villages, Prabhat Pheri, processions and
meetings were regular events. In some villages, they
were taken with instruments such as drums and used to
draw water from public lakes and wells. However,
some upper castes remained distant from the children of
the ashram. Subbannacharya Akkivali and Devendappa
Vibhuti describe how some upper castes were
converted by the children's cleanliness, honesty, and
khadi clothing. There may be many who talk about the
issues of Harijan service and social equality. But the
Patil couple were the ones who showed their worth by
walking the talk. When their daughter Lilavati decided
to marry an outsider named Venkatesh Magadi, they
got her married on January 26, 1942, as per her
daughter's wish, at the Harijan Girls' Home in Hubballi.
But since it was an inter-caste marriage, none of the
Patil couple's relatives came to this auspicious event.
Even though their relatives did not invite them or come
to their house, this couple continued their social service,
which is a testament to their dedication to social
service.

Overall, this article markes it clear that freedom fighters of
haveri district played a significant role in igniting the flame
of freedom through their associations, organizations, and
asramas, creating awareness about cleanliness in villages,
and eradicating superstitions, along with the eradication of
untouchability.
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