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Abstract 
Indian women played a vital role in India's struggle for independence. They participated in all the fields 

of National Movements. The Women in Bengal, Punjab, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, and Andra 

Pradesh got involved in violent or non-violence movements. Practically middle class educated women, 

had joined the national movement. Indian women were inspired by Subhas Chandra Bose, Mahatma 

Gandhi, Bhagat Singh, and many other renowned political leaders.  

The Bengali Women had joined the swadeshi (1905), the Non-cooperation movement (1920), the Civil 

disobedience movement (and the Quit India movement. They were influenced by the feminist ideology 

as well as deeply involved in Indian National Movement. Finally, the Quit India movement was an 

enlightened landmark for the women’s movement in India. On the other hand, Muslim womanhood 

earnestly stepped forward toward participating in the national movement. Besides, Muslim educationist 

Begum Rokeya flourished in the national movement with her unique thoughts and intellectual ideas. 

Especially, the spiritual idea of Swami Vivekananda, Sister Nivedita, and Aurabinda’s thoughts created 

a new dimension for the Bengal revolutionary movement. 
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Introduction 
For the first time in 1913 that Gandhi's tried to involve women in a public demonstration and 

realized the political potential of Indian womanhood. During the Rowlat act 1919, Gandhi 

heartily invited women to participate in the nationalist movement. Women played a vital role 

in the Non-cooperation movement in 1921 a demonstration of a thousand women greeted the 

prince of wakes in Bombay [1]. Some women in Bengal got involved in revolutionary 

activities. In the true sense, the Muslim women largely took part in Non-cooperation, Civil 

disobedience and the quit India movement. In 1917, the national level women’s organization 

‘Women’s Indian Association’ was started by the most important lady an Irish feminist 

Annie Besant. In 1923, the national council of women in India was formed. Geraldine Forbes 

in her perspective account of ‘Women in modern India’ (1998) has described it as the 

'framework of a social feminist Ideology' [2]. As well as the 1920s and 1930s many middle-

class women had joined the Indian national movement one of the greatest contributions of 

Gandhi to the socio-economic liberty of women.  

All movement so far as women's participation was concerned was most organized in 

Kolkata, Bombay, Hyderabad, Madras, and South India. Militant Nationalism increasingly 

developed in Bangladesh. Women of Bengal took part in the revolutionary nationalist 

movement, they shot pistols at magistrates and governors. In most cases, women who joined 

the national struggle came from families where men were already involved in the Gandhian 

movement. Muslim women participated in the Khilafat and non-cooperation movement in 

1921. Most Muslim women are more active in the public arena and focused more directly on 

women's political and legal rights.  

Sarala Devi Chaudhurani, daughter of Swarna kumari Devi, who was to take an active part 

in the nationalist movement in the years to come, composed a song urging the people in 

different provinces of the country to join the freedom struggle [3]. She also found 'Bharat 

Stree mahamandal’ had its first meeting in Allahabad in 1910. This organization mainly 

focused to promote female education. Sarala Devi of Bengal visited Punjab and served as a 

bridge between the two provinces [4]. In 1917, the Madras women’s Indian association was 

started by enlightened European and Indian ladies.  
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Annie Besant was the leader of the theosophical movement 

in India. She advocated the emancipation of Indian women, 

many other women joined the Home Rule League 

movement. She considered child marriage age to be a social 

evil and wanted its removal from Indian society. She also 

supported the remarriage of young widows [5]. Sarojini 

Naidu was one of the important ladies. Who has participated 

in the national movement in 1914, she met Mahatma 

Gandhi. In 1918 she had passed the resolution at the special 

congress session in Bombay. In 1930 when Mahatma 

Gandhi launched the civil disobedience movement, Sarojini 

led from the front along with another Congress leader. 

Eminent freedom fighters Lakshmi Bai, Hazrat Mahal, 

Matangini Hazra, Kanak Lata Barua, Aruna Asaf Ali, Tara 

rani Srivastava, mulmooti, Lakshmi Sehgal, Kamala Devi 

Chattopadhyay, Rani chennamma, Madam Kama, Sarala 

Devi Choudhurani, Bina das, pritilata waddedar Made a 

heroic history for national movements. 'Young India' of 

Mahatma Gandhi on July 26th, 1918, and January 14th, 1930 

respectively. In these extracts, Gandhi discussed the 

importance of women in social revolution, reconstruction, 

and the nationalist struggle. Kamala Devi Chattopadhyay 

also tried to rouse the entire womanhood of the century to 

take their place in society and politics as equal partners to 

men. She said- "The politics of the nation are the supreme 

need of humanity in its attempt to scale the ladder of 

freedom [6]." The political leaders and social activists 

appealed to the women to join the struggle and knew that 

without women the freedom movement could not be 

complete. The nationalist struggle in India against the 

British colonial rule brought about the political mobilizing 

of both men and women. Women's participation called into 

question the British right to rule, legitimized the Indian 

nationalist movement, and won for activities women, at 

least for a time, the approval of Indian man [7].  

Smt. Sushila Devi of Sialkot delivered a series of lectures in 

which she attached the government and extorted the women 

to rise to the occasion. Har Devi wife of Roshen Lall, 

Barrister of Lahore, who was a great social reformer and 

editor of a Hindu Magazine. Smt. Purnima Devi, an Arya 

samaj worker of Hisar turned the various districts of Panjab 

and advocated the cause of swadeshi [8]. Agyavati of Delhi 

was a freedom fighter. She started a vidya Ashram where 

widows and other women received political training and 

were taught to preach without the distinction of caste and 

creed [9].  

In Bengal 1890, Swarna Kumari Ghosal, a women novelist, 

and Kadambini Ganguli, the first women graduate of India 

attained the INC meeting as delegates. In the swadeshi 

movement, women were played an important role. Swadeshi 

movement arose from Bengal and spread throughout the 

country. Bengal had come to occupy a significant place in 

the freedom movement. Under the leadership of Basanti 

Devi, wife of Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das. Bengali 

women started dharnas at foreign goods stores and bonfires 

of foreign goods and students giving up school and colleges 

in the face of expulsions for violating government orders 

became a routine matter. Women played an important role 

in organizing processions, rallies, and dharnas and in 

spreading the boycott movement and raising funds for it. In 

the Religious movement, Brahmo samaj gave importance to 

social freedom. Brahmo Samaj and Prarthana samaj played 

a vital role in women’s education and women’s 

emancipation in India. 

It is these reforms mainly in Bengal that support the women 

to participated actively.  

The consciousness of the women in the whole of India took 

a unique shape and the women of Bengal did not lag behind. 

The participation of Bengali women in the resistant 

movement had its origins and background in social reform 

in 19th century. 

Late 19th century Muslim India witnessed the emergence of 

a powerful new movement concerned with the reform of 

women's conditions. The reformers concentrated on female 

education. This is 1869 Nazir Ahmed published, his first 

novel promoting women's education titled the miraht al-

arus; in 1874 Altaf Huseya Hali produced the majlis un-

Nissa a didactic work on the benefit of female education [10].  

Sister Nivedita was a pioneer figure in the women’s 

education movement in Bengal in early 1888. On the other 

hand, Aruna Asaf Ali, a radical nationalist played an 

outstanding role in the historic quit India movement 

launched by Gandhi on 9, 1942. In the meanwhile, she 

edited 'Inquilab' a monthly journal of the Congress party 

along with Ram Manohar Lohia. Madam Cama is a new 

character in the freedom movement in India. She unfurled 

the 1st national flag at the international socialist conference 

in Stuttgart, (Germany). The mother of Jawaharlal Nehru, 

Swarup Rani Nehru cheerfully gore her husband and 

children to the country, Kamala Nehru, who married 

Jawaharlal Nehru in 1916, participate in the movement. 

Jawaharlal Nehru's wife Kamala Nehru was gore full 

support to her husband in his desire to work actively for the 

freedom struggle. During the Non-cooperation movement of 

1921, she organized groups of women in Allahabad and 

propagated the use of Khadi clothes. She was twice arrested 

by British police. Vijay Lakshmi Pandit is the daughter of 

Motilal Nehru were the president of INC. She was active in 

the Indian freedom movement and held high national and 

international positions. She entered the Non-cooperation 

movement to fight against British rule.  

Indian struggle for independence there was the not only role 

of the men but Indian women had played a great role. 

During this period various associations were formed by 

women. Swarna Kumari Devi daughter of Devendranath 

Tagore, who formed the lady’s society in Calcutta in 1882. 

Ashalata Sen, Manorama Basu, Lila Nag, and Jobaida 

Khatun Chowdhury sacrifice their life for the Indian 

National Movement. Another woman whom we 

remembered in connecting with the Quit India Movement 

was Matangini Hazra, a peasant widow of 72 yrs. She 

displays exemplary courage. She led a massive crowd 

marching to capture the tamluk (tamralipta) Thana in the 

undivided Midnapur District. She was shot by the police and 

few down dead, holding the flag of Freedom in her land. 

Adivasi women of balurghat participated in the Quit India 

movement. In Coochbehar students of sunity academy took 

a positive role. Thus we see the Gandhian movement broke 

its restrictions and move on its discourse and the women 

were more formative in their protest. 

Indian women in actual military action had been initiated by 

S.C. Bose first time he was decided to include the women 

regiment, like as Rani of Jhansi regiment named after Rani 

Lakhsmi Bai the legendary heroine of the revolt of 1857. 

There were a few women who did not believe in the way of 

non-violence. They played a significant part in the armed 

revolution and terrorist activities. The revolutionary 

movement became violent in Bengal, Maharashtra, and 
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Punjab. Revolutionary movements have been carried out in 

many cases, especially by the women of undivided Bengal 

like Chittagong, and Comilla. Under the leadership of 

master da Surya Sen, many Bengali women sacrificed their 

lives in the freedom struggle. Bengal has arisen a new 

dimension of revolutionary activities. In 1932, Bina Das 

shot the governor of Bengal Stanly Jackson. In the same 

year, Pritilata Waddedar, a Bengali revolutionary nationalist 

along with 15 other members of the Indian Republican 

Army attacked the European club. 

 

Conclusion 

The 20th century was remarkable age for the Indian national 

movement. There is no doubt that women participated in the 

Indian anti-imperialist struggle in large numbers. Many 

women began at the local level and went on to become 

players in the nationalist center stage. Women’s 

participation in the Indian nationalist movement can be 

traced back to the swadeshi movement. The non-violent 

movement that gained India her freedom not only took 

women along but was dependent for its success on the 

active participation of women. At the same time, there were 

several other strands in the anti-imperialist movement. Such 

as that of the revolutionaries, communists, and other left 

wings. While the revolutionary movement offered little 

scope for women’s participation, increasingly in the late 

1930s and 1940s, many women were being drawn towards 

socialist and communist ideas. 
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